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Melinda Jacobs 1s an attorney in private practice who has worked 1 the field of

special education law since 1985. Since 1996, she has exclusively represented

school systems 1n special education matters pursuant to the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and related laws. Ms. Jacobs
formerly served as an attorney in the Ofhice of Special Education Programs for the
Tennessee Department of Education and as Associate Publisher for Education and
Disability Publications for LRP Publications. In addition to her frequent national, state, and
local presentations, Melinda has authored several publications and articles on special
education law, and has wnitten and produced a series of audiotapes and videotapes on the
mmplementation of the laws governing the provision of special education and related
services. Ms. Jacobs 1s a member of the Special Education School Attorneys Advisory
Council, and serves as Chairperson of the LRP National Institute on Legal Issues of
Educating Students with Disabilities. Her “down to earth” and practical presentation style,
combining humor and song, makes legal information accessible and understandable for

educators, parents, and other professionals in the field.



